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OVERVIEW OF COUNTY-WIDE ISSUES

Updated Budget News and Schedule

The York County Board of Supervisors conducted eight meetings this year
focused on the Fiscal Year 2027 budget. This included Town Hall meetings at
both Griffin Yeates Center in York County and the Sheriff’s office in Yorktown.
The budget was reviewed in public session on April 215t and approved by the
Board of Supervisors on May 5.

¢ Real Estate Tax rate remains at $0.78 per $100 of assessed value
e Personal Property Tax remains at $4.00 per $100 of deemed value
e Meals Tax increases to 6% from 4%

Overall General Fund expenditure increased by 7.3% primarily to pay
compensation for staff adjustments. York County staff salaries have slipped
considerably below the region average, and increasing attrition reflected the
need.

The budget summary information is available on:
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/386573981/

General Assembly Bill Tracking

Each year, as Virginia's General Assembly session begins and legislators start
posting new bills, we closely monitor those that could impact how we manage the
County—whether it's land use, education, taxes, or other areas of local
governance. Our County Attorney keeps track of relevant bills as they are
introduced, and each Board member submits bills for review as they come to our
attention. Here are some bills | think have particular significance for localities.
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SB378 / HB1263 : Collective bargaining. (Awaiting action by the Governor)

This bill creates a state Public Employee Relations Board and authorizes
collective bargaining for all public sector employees, with certain exceptions.
Once established the PERB will have the authority to recognize various
bargaining units among employees and recognize their choice of unions in every
locality in Virginia. There is a high likelihood that each locality will face
negotiating with different units because their employees are divided into several
different bargaining units (trade and operations, engineering and technology,
administrative services, supervisors, etc.) Schools will have their own separate
bargaining units. Once recognized, the locality will be required to engage in
bargaining with the unit. The PERB can order a locality to engage in collective
bargaining but cannot order them to come to an agreement. Failure to come to an
agreement will be subject to arbitration. The governing body can reject the
financial aspects of the proposed agreement, except in the case of agreements
with firefighters and EMS, in which case the agreement (including financial
provisions) can be decided by an arbitration panel. Strikes by public employees
remain illegal. The bill goes into effect no later than July 1, 2028.

HB550 and SB400: (Approved by the General Assembly) Allows York and James
City Counties to impose an admissions tax for attendance at any event. (SIGNED
BY the GOVERNOR)

SB661: (Vetoed by the Governor) Provides a legal framework for authorization of
“skill games” throughout Virginia, subject to licensing by the Virginia

Lottery. The bill allows localities to conduct a referendum to determine if they
wish to prohibit skill games in the locality.

HB308 and SB620: (Approved following recommendations by the Governor)
Provides greater oversight by the ABC over liquid nicotine products (vapes) and
retail tobacco by the Department of Taxation and the ABC.

SB388 and HB1279: (Approved by the Governor) Allows for some by-right
approval of multifamily housing on property that is current tax exempt and owned
by religious and certain non-profit organizations. The property must be owned for
at least 5 years and subject to taxation once developed. It also requires that 60
percent of the housing be dedicated to “affordable housing.” This bill goes into
effect on January 1, 2027 and sunsets on January 1, 2031.

HB888: (Approved following recommendations by the Governor) Requires
localities to make certain changes to minimum off-street parking requirements.
I’'m still not sure what, if any, impact this will have here. But if it does apply to
York County, it could require us to eliminate some off-street parking and to
approve of future development with less off-street parking than we now require.
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GET READY FOR THE UPCOMING VA250 EVENT

Anchors aweigh at the Sail Yorktown Festival!

Historic Yorktown will come alive June
- 12—14 with the Sail Yorktown Festival,

| bringing tall ships, military vessels and a
S full weekend of maritime-themed events

‘ to the York River and waterfront area.
YORKTOWN et e o o2 BE O ATEa,

Visitors can enjoy free deck tours, a

w Parade of Sail, live entertainment, living
June 12-14, 2026 history experiences and a variety of food,

beverage and vendor offerings
throughout the historic area.

The Sail Yorktown Festival, which marks York County's first signature
VA250 event, is expected to draw significant regional and visitor
traffic. It will also create valuable opportunities for local businesses to
connect with customers and tourists. Plan to come out, enjoy the
festivities and experience all that Historic Yorktown has to offer
during this exciting weekend.

LEARN MORE

NEW FEATURE BY OUR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM GROUP TO
PROMOTE BUSINESSES IN YORK COUNTY
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Flip through our spring magazine

It's the latest edition of our exclusive

's Youir magazine for York County business
USINESS owners! This issue is focused
on turning goodwill into growth for
your business—giving back to your
community in ways that make a
difference while simultaneously
increasing your brand's visibility and

Our infographics and articles
ive practical, actionable tips on
supporting your communit
matter how small your business or
our budget. Explore pages like the ones below!
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DISTRICT 1 SPECIFIC ISSUES
Waller Mill Heights Update

In earlier newsletters | reported that Waller Mill Heights Development had
received an Emergency Stop Work Order in October, in response to forty-five
environmental violations at the construction site.

The Developer (Harrison & Lear) along with the builder (Ryan Homes) met with
the HOA community and York County officials on April 15 to review the status
and expected timeline for completing all necessary issues. Harrison & Lear
committed to a 2-3 month timeline during the HOA meeting.

Unfortunately, there has been no progress addressing any of the stop work order
deficiencies since the HOA meeting.

Colonial National Historical Parkway

As part of our Quarterly update meeting between the National Parks and the
County, | met with National Parks Superintendent on May 6.

Superintendent Jerri Marr confirmed that the Parkway would open between
Yorktown and Williamsburg (Cheatham Annex / Penniman Rd exit) in mid-June
for the Sail 250 (Tall Ship event scheduled June 12-14) and remain open through
July 4t events in Yorktown to celebrate Independence Day. The Parkway will
then close to allow for the completion of all construction between Yorktown and
the Naval Weapon Station Yorktown. The final opening is scheduled for mid-
November 2026.

Update on Williamsburg Regional Library

As we have completed the current budget cycle, we are now in the final year of
the contract terms with WRL.

Last year | highlighted that York County is requesting a new contract be
developed for the WRL library services, ahead of any addition of libraries in JCC,
and possible rebuild of the downtown library in Williamsburg.

Williamsburg and JCC have now jointly approved a new library at the JCC
Government Center located on Longhill Rd, and City of Williamsburg set aside
money in their FY27 budget for rebuild of the downtown library.

York County has asked for a continuation of our partnership with WRL, but we
need to be able to fund these services at an affordable cost.

York County has prepared a revised contract amendment and will now initiate
discussion with W/JCC and the Williamsburg Regional Library.



New Businesses

New business openings continue to show strong growth with 22 new businesses
in April. Six businesses have closed during the month.

Of those 22 new businesses, six opened in District 1.
Here is a quick list,

Commercial businesses:

. HCPG Consulting LLC. located at 455 Merrimac Trail, Suite K., offering
instructional services.
. Jinda LLC., a retail restaurant located at 6610 Mooretown Rd. Suite F

Home Based Services:

e Anothony Mungin, janitorial service based out of 106 Merchantman Court

e Raymond O’Shaughnessy, offering personal service, repair and based out of
410 Cobblestone.

. Burton Business Strategies LLC, a business consultancy, based out of 200
Shipwright Loop.

e  Shell Shine LLC., personal cleaning services for auto and marine, based out
of 504 Old Taylor Rd.

| value your input and am happy to address
questions or concerns on these or any other topics
for the district. Please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Douglas.Holroyd@YorkCounty.qov or (757) 903-
9908

Click on the link on Page 1 to request my monthly
newsletter or copy/paste the following link:

https://docs.qgoogle.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSez8 X
XEx7rgRR2XXobA1uRJK-cRUXFMd D-
Oa T7eeNeriJwl/viewform
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