
 
 

 
  

 

Update: June 2026 
 

GET READY FOR THE UPCOMING VA250 EVENT 

Anchors aweigh at the Sail Yorktown Festival! 

Yorktown Battle of the Boats is taking place 

June 6-7.  On Saturday June 6th, there will be 

a Workboat Parade and races.   

 Battle of the Boats - Race Schedule  

On Sunday June 7th, we will have the 

inaugural Battle of the Boats Docking 

Contest.  See:   

Battle of the Boats - Docking Competition. 

Historic Yorktown will come alive June 12–14 with the Sail Yorktown 

Festival, bringing tall ships, military vessels and a full weekend of 

maritime-themed events to the York River and waterfront area. Visitors 

can enjoy free deck tours, a Parade of Sail, live entertainment, living 

history experiences and a variety of food, beverage and vendor offerings 

throughout the historic area. 

 

The Sail Yorktown Festival, which marks York County's first Signature 

VA250 event, is expected to draw significant regional and visitor traffic. It 

will also create valuable opportunities for local businesses to connect 

with customers and tourists. Plan to come out, enjoy the festivities and 

experience all that Historic Yorktown has to offer. 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARN MORE  

 

DOUG HOLROYD 
   

York County Supervisor, District 1 
 

 (757) 903-9908 
Website: www.friendsofdougholroyd.com 

Email address: Douglas.Holroyd@YorkCounty.gov 
Personal Email address:  Doug.Holroyd@gmail.com 

Subscribe for District 1 Updates 
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OVERVIEW OF COUNTY-WIDE ISSUES 

York Poquoson Court House 

 

I reported earlier in the year that Circuit Court Judge Rizk explained to the Board (in the 

December-2025 meeting) the need for additional space in the courthouse.  

During that meeting, Judge Rizk stated, “This is not optional; it's mandated by State 

law”.  Since then, we have completed an architectural review to examine changes 

needed to our courthouse.  

 

As you may have read in the news recently, the City of Richmond Circuit Court issued 

a show cause order against each of the City Council members in their official 

capacities.  Judges in Richmond have been complaining for many years about their 

courthouse and City Council has done little to address it. This will likely go to trial, and 

result in many millions of dollars more than the City has budgeted. 

  

If York County were to face similar circumstances, we would lose some/all control of 

the project and subsequently the cost.  We are working at our judges’ request with the 

hope of maintaining local control and decision making.  Judge Rizk has discussed  

options at two of our public meetings and we believe it to be in our best interest to 

keep working at the local level.  

 

Additionally, York County will be the regional center for the Recovery Court (drug  

addiction and rehab).  We will be reviewing the appropriate share of these costs for  

York County and seeking regional/state support for the balance. 

PMA Consultants were hired to complete the space study initiated last year and make 
recommendations for expansion.  A total of four options have been reviewed, two 
expansion cases, and two courthouse replacement options. 

The City of Poquoson Administration as well as our State elected officials have 
recently toured the courthouse, to better understand the need for expansion and have 
spoken with our senior judges as well as County administration. 

We are still several months from having bid information, so it is premature to suggest 
a cost for this project; however, it is fair to consider two recently completed or nearly 
complete courthouse replacement projects in Augusta County (2026) and Petersburg 
County (2025).  Both of these projects were completed at a cost of $80M. 

York County would finance a project such as this by taking on a debt load on $80M – 
$100M, which is equivalent to an increase of approximately 6 cents on property taxes.   

Taxpayer Portal Options 
 

 

 

Our York County Treasurer Candice Kelly reached out to the Board of 
Supervisors recently to offer information on the Taxpayer Portal, and options 



residents have for making payment of taxes. She shared the following 
information to pass along to everyone. 

 

"The Taxpayer Portal includes a Pre-Payment Plan feature that allows users to 
make scheduled payments toward their tax bills. Users may choose to pay in 
four installments prior to the first-half tax due date and four additional 
installments before the second-half tax due date. The system also offers a Due 
Date Payment option, which schedules the full tax bill to be paid automatically 
on the due date. The period for the first half payments is January to April, and 
then in May if any balance is due, a bill will be sent. Then beginning in July, if 
the account is current, the next four debits will occur during the months of July 
to October. 

 The portal also allows users to sign up for notifications, including account 
updates, bill issuances, and payment confirmations. To assist with setting up 
an account and making payments, the Treasurer’s Office website includes a 
“Portal & Payment Guides” section. Please note that creating a portal account 
is not required to use the Quick Pay option. 

 In addition to portal payments, citizens may mail partial payments at their 
convenience, make partial payments in person, or schedule e-check payments 
as often as needed. E-check payments can be made through either the 
Taxpayer Portal or the Quick Pay option, including scheduling multiple 
payments for future dates. A Payment Coupon form is available on the 
Treasurer’s Office website for those who prefer to mail payments to the office. 

 Citizens may also choose to set up recurring monthly payments through their 
personal bank if that option is more convenient which should be scheduled for 
arrival prior to the due date. All mailed payments should be sent to: 

 Treasurer, County of York 

P.O. Box 251 

Yorktown, VA 23690 

  

I hope this is helpful to allow citizens to budget for these payments. I am 
currently working with the County on ways to message the portal options and 
e-bill options. 

 Citizens may email my office at treas@yorkcounty.gov if any guidance is 
needed." 
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DISTRICT 1 SPECIFIC ISSUES 

Waller Mill Heights Update 

In earlier newsletters, I reported the Waller Mill Heights Development project 
received an Emergency Stop Work Order in October, in response to forty-five 
environmental violations at the construction site.   

The Developer (Harrison & Lear) along with the builder (Ryan Homes) met with the 
HOA community and York County officials on April 1st to review the status, and 
expected timeline for completion of the required actions. 

Work has been at a virtual standstill since that date.  No updates have been provided 
to the County since that April 1st meeting.  A similar standstill exists at Smith Farms 
subdivision in the Grafton area.  This is another Harrison & Lear project. 

On a positive note, construction of homes has now started in the new community, 
Fenton Hollow (Forestar Development) located on Newman Road. 

Club Wyndham Timeshare:  Patriots Place 

 

Club Wyndham permanently closed and ceased operations at over a dozen resort 

locations at the end of 2025.  Unfortunately, this included Club Wyndham Patriots 

Place located on Bypass Rd near the entrance to Burgesses Quarters Community. 

Approximately 100 units (primarily consisting of duplex units) became available 

through bankruptcy foreclosure.  I have had two developers approach me, with the 

intent to convert these units into multi-family rental units and student housing.    

 

I have rejected both suggestions and insisted the units be sold as condominiums or 

townhouses in order to meet our affordable housing requirements in the County.  

There has been no formal submission made to Planning and Development Services 

at this time. 

 

Colonial National Historical Parkway 

 

Superintendent Jerri Marr confirmed the Colonial Parkway will open between 

Yorktown and Williamsburg (Cheatham Annex/Penniman Rd exit) in mid-June for the 

Sail 250 Tall Ship event scheduled for June 12-14.  The Parkway will remain open 

through July 4th in support of Independence Day events taking place in Yorktown. 

The Parkway will then close allowing completion of construction work on three 

bridges between American Revolutionary Museum Yorktown and Penniman Road. 

And speaking of Cheatham Annex - Penniman Rd  

 

Captain Patrick, Commanding Officer of Naval Weapons Station Yorktown has written 

to County Administrator Mark Bellamy supporting the Rails-to-Trails at Cheatham 

Annex project proposed by the York County Engineering Department.  

  

This project will create a multi-use bike path from the entrance of Cheatham Annex 

along Penniman Road to the intersection at Water Country Parkway.  The path will 



utilize the Navy owned underused railbed and will be supported by a Year 2026 

Defense Community Infrastructure Grant application proposal. 

 

Update on Williamsburg Regional Library 

 

As we complete the current budget cycle, we are now in the final year of the contract 

terms for York County residents’ use of the WRL.   

 

York County has presented a proposal to our WRL partners and awaits a response 

from JCC and the City of Williamsburg. 

 

New Businesses 

In May, we welcomed two new businesses along Route 17, Chick-fil-A and Day & 

Night Cereal Bar.  I attended the ribbon cutting for  Chick-fil-A of Grafton and Day & Night 

Cereal Bar in Yorktown. 

More development is on the way. Chipotle is constructing a new restaurant across 
from Chick-fil-A.  Also, along Route 17, site work is underway for a new Dutch Bros 
Coffee location and near the entrance to the McReynolds Athletic Center, Cook Out 
is building its newest restaurant. 

New business openings continue to show strong growth with 15 new businesses in 
May.  

Of those 15 new businesses, five have opened in District 1. 

Here is a quick list:  

Commercial businesses: 

• Healing Lotus Massage & Head Spa, located at 601 Merrimac Trail. 

Home-Based Services: 

• WhiteGold International LLC, a home-based retail jewelry merchant, located at 
102 Candlestick Place 

• Vigilis Health Software LLC, offering personal service and located at 109 Peace 
Pipe Place. 

• Lauren Lux Beauty LLC, offering health and beauty retail merchandise at 103 
Stegg St. 

• Projections Training Solutions LLC, offering personal service/instructions and 
located at 110 Montague Circle. 
 



 

 

 

I value your input and am happy to address 
questions or concerns on these or any other topics 
for the district. Please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
Douglas.Holroyd@YorkCounty.gov  or (757) 903-
9908 

Click on the link on Page 1 to request my monthly 
newsletter or copy/paste the following link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSez8_X
XEx7rgRR2XXobA1uRJK-cRUXFMd_D-
Oa_T7eeNer1Jw/viewform 
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